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Story Response: Chameleon
Indeed, racism and language barrier are two different things, even though they might sometimes operate the same in the lives of people experiencing them. Even when racial discrimination is present in the society, a language is a powerful tool that can help to bridge the gap between people of different races. Trevor narrates how he played a chameleon game when he was growing up in Soweto, South Africa. He learned English because of his German father. He learned Zulu because it was the language that was widely spoken at his home. He learned Xhosa because it was so close to the Zulu Language and Afrikaan so as to avoid being oppressed. Just like his mother, speaking all those languages helped Trevor to mingle with other black children. It also helped him to escape trouble such as being mugged. This shows the power of language.
Language barrier is one of the weapons that the white man used to achieve their Agenda in Africa during the colonial error. The white man knew that if all the African people ion a country spoke one language, they could easily form alliances that would have staged strong resistance to the white men’s colonization and oppression. As such, they made sure that each tribe did not learn the other tribes’ languages. However, if Africans would have realized the power that lied in language as a tool of bringing them together, they would probably have resisted white man’s colonization and oppression in South Africa.
The way Trevor used the many languages he had learned to go over different situations is a perfect indication of how powerful language is. Language, from his story, can be used to break racial boundaries and even reduce suspicion among people of different races. The power of language is high, such that even if a person looks different, that is, has a different skin colour, if they speak a similar language like the other people, then they become part of that particular group. This means that language can be effectively used to break racial boundaries and eliminate racial discrimination in societies having white people and people of colour as well as black people. However, even if one uses language to fit into a particular racial group, there comes a time when one has to choose between being either white, coloured or black to achieve 100% belongingness in life, just like Trevor. However, I still believe that interaction can still help one to achieve higher belongingness satisfaction without identifying with a specific race. This is because, through interaction and mingling, one starts to feel that he or she belongs. 
